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| NTRODUCTI ON

The Maggie L. Wal ker National Historic Site, located in

Ri chnond, Virginia, was the honme of a leading figure in the
sel f-inmprovenent and sel f - enpower nent novenent of bl ack
Anericans in the early twentieth century. Founder of the

| ar gest bl ack- owned bank of its day, guiding nenber of the
| ndependent Order of St. Luke, nmenber of the NAACP Board of
Di rectors and nunerous ot her public organizations, she was
a principal figure in R chnond's Jackson Ward from 1900 to
1934. Jackson Ward, now a National Hi storic Landmark
District, was the center of black social and business life
in R chnond and probably the forenpost black business
comunity in the nation (GW:4) during Ms. Wal ker's
occupati on.

The park is conposed of Ms. Wal ker's house and adj acent
structures on the northwest corner of East Leigh and Second
Streets. These buildings forma roughly square interior
area that the NPS is developing for visitor use (Figure

1).
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Figure 1. Interior space formed by building complex.



The park is currently inplenmenting the 1982 GWP t hat
identified the structures at 114, 116, and 118 Fast Leigh
Street and 600 and 602 Second Street as the Adaptive

Use/ Visitor conplex and Adm nistrative Services Subzone.
Stabilization of the structures at 600 and 602 Second
Street required parging the foundation wall wth cenent,
and installation of a perineter drain to prevent water
intrusion into both buildings (Figure 2).
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Figure 2: Location of parging trench.

Under Section 106 of the National Hi storic Preservation
Act, this construction was nonitored for the presence of
ar cheol ogi cal resources by MARO Archeol ogi st Alien H.
Cooper between March 22 and 24, 1994.

FI ELD METHODS

Archeol ogi cal nonitoring was conducted by directly
observing excavations in progress. Structural features, as
well as conplete Boil profiles were recorded by neasured
drawi ngs and phot ographs. Soil colors were identified by
reference to the Munsell Soil Color Chart. Excavation was



suspended when archeol ogi cal features were identified. Al
excavations were manual |y dug, allow ng for excellent
subsurface visibility. Artifacts were collected fromthe
project, although materials recovered in the field were
scrutinized for information on the date and nature of their
associ at ed deposits.

RESULTS OF | NVESTI GATI ONS
Stratigraphy

Archeol ogi cal nonitoring indicated that nost of the area
wi thin the construction trenches had been disturbed by
reconstruction of the rear walls of 600/602 Second Street.
Rel atively intact soil profiles were recovered fromthe
sout hern and western margi ns which may be useful in
interpreting the formation of the interior space between

t he buil di ngs.

Three strata are generally present across the site (Figure
3). The first, a thin (less than 0.2 foot thick) |ens of
recently deposited |ight yellow sh brown (Minsell col or
10YR 5/ 4) sandy | oam was deposited within the past decade.
The second, a thick layer of sandy | oam containing a high
percentage of coal ash and silt, occurs across the entire
site to varying depths, often in excess of two feet. |Its
excessive depth reflects previous wall reconstruction
efforts. This can be clearly seen in profile section A-B,
the first ten feet of section C-D, and nost of section GH
where, in its clearly undisturbed state, its thickness is
frequently less than 0.8 feet. This thickness is simlar
to that near the cinder block garage, away fromthe

di sturbances fromreconstruction. This stratum contained a
| arge quantity of glass artifacts, wth about equal
guantities of tableware and containers represented. Al

gl ass appeared to postdate 1914 with a marked absence of
manganese or seleniumglass. A small quantity of whiteware
ceram cs and food remains (large mammual, possibly cow and
pig) were also included in the assenbl age. Except for a
few smal | nedicine bottles, all of this material was highly
fragnented. The third stratum consisting of yell ow sh
brown clay, underlay the entire site and contai ned no
cultural materials. This is undoubtedly the subsoil. No
buried soil horizons were identified that could be
attributed to the original ground cover of the site prior
to the late nineteenth century. Exam nation of the
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Figure 3: Measured drawing of parging trenches.



el evati on change of the clay stratum between the adj acent
profile points B and C (a difference of al nost one foot),
indicate that the topsoil was renoved fromthe entire

buil ding perineter prior to construction down to bare clay
(or that it had eroded away) and that part of the clay from
the footing (or cellar) excavations had been deposited

agai nst 600 Second Street. This would put the original
grade of the clay subsoil at around 96.5 feet, which is
roughly where it appears across the undi sturbed portions of
the profile.

Feat ur es

Structural features were identified during the nonitoring
project at two |locations; a brick paving extending fromthe
common al l ey between 116/ 118 East Leigh Street, and a
relieving arch in the foundation of 600 Second Street
beneath the door.

The paving feature behind 118 East Leigh Street was
constructed of building brick, extending 2.6 feet fromthe
intersection of the alleys between 116/118 East Lei gh and
600 Second Streets (Figures 4 and 5). Subsurface probing
and direct observation where it is pierced by a downspout
indicated that this feature extends to within 7.2 feet of
the south juncture of the two buildings. |t begins
slightly north of the alley door of 116 East Leigh and
certainly is related to the door's |ocation. The paving
nostly covered by cenent paving except the portion which
extends into the alley which was uncovered by excavati on.
Begi nning i nmedi ately beneath the surface, the paving rests
directly on the layer of ash and ci nder which overlays the
entire site. |Its date is anbiguous since the date of
deposition for the ash | ayer presunably postdates 1915.

The relieving arch beneath the rear door to 600 Second
Street (Figures 6 and 7), contained a shallow trench which
ran through the arch and beneath the foundation. The depth
of the arch suggests its function as an airway, since only
a small portion of its face extended above the surroundi ng
clay subsoil. A partial basenment in this structure was
identified during interior rehabilitation work by the

Regi onal Archeol ogist. This arch probably provided
ventilation to that space.



Figure 4: Photograph of paving feature between 116 and 188 East Leigh Street.
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Figure 5: Drawing of plan view of paving feature between 116 and 118 East Leigh

Street.




Figure 6: Relieving arch in west foundation of 600 /2 North Second Street.

Figure 7: Relieving arch in west foundation of 600 1/2 North Second Street.



| NTERPRETATI ON

Interpretation of the uppernost strata, deposited by the
park service in an attenpt to manage site drai nage has no
significance. The site-wde distribution of the ash | ayer,
especially considering its thickness away fromthe

di sturbed areas, suggest that it is an accretional deposit
resulting fromlong-termoccupation of the site and
reflects both discard activities within the yard and
activities occurring within the structures. As a result,
where undi sturbed, this strata represents a significant

resource with great information potential. This |ayer
appears to postdate the earliest occupation of the site and
reflects activities dating after 1915. The clay subsoil is

culturally sterile and has no significance excepting those
areas which may potentially contain intrusive features,
ei ther structural or depositional.

The proposed grading plan will result in a built elevation
of 97.36 feet, with drainage features extending to 96.12
feet. Assumi ng an aggregate base of 0.8 feet, these
activities wll effectively renove all soils relating to

t he occupation of the adjacent structures during the park's
(and NHL's) period of significance.

FOLLOW UP

The information provided by the archeol ogi cal nonitoring
project will be used to guide the excavations for the
archeol ogi cal survey of the yard area. Al though
identification of additional archeological strata is
expected during the survey, exam nation of the soils

adj acent to the 600/ 602 conpl ex of buildings during
nonitoring conbined with the results of the survey, wll
establish the integrity and significance of the overal
yard area.
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